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The address must include postal code and name of country. The country of the address indicated in this 
Box is the applicant 's State (that is, country) of residence if no State of residence is indicated below.) . 

TANG, Xing 

Room 1201. BIdg. 39 

155 Lane of Lianhua (South) Road 

Shanghai 200237 China 


This person is: 

I 1 applicant only 

I y 1 applicant and inventor 

1 — 1 inventor only (If this check-box 
1 i is marked, do not fill in below.) 


Applicant's registration No. with the Office 


State (that is. country) of nationality: 

CN 


State (that is, country) of residence: 
CN 



i purposes < 



I I Further applicants and/or (further) inventors are indicated on another continuation sheet. 



I^orni PCT/RO/101 (continuation sheet) (March 200 1 ; reprint July 2003) 



See Notes to the request form 



Sheet No. . . .3 . . . 



raycN 03/ 0 1 0 



Box No. V DESIGNATION OF STATES Mark the applicable check-boxes below: at least one must be marked. 



The following designations are hereby made under Rule 4.9(a): 
Regional Patent 

18 AP ARIPO Patent: GH Ghana, GM Gambia, KE Kenya, LS Lesotho. MW Malawi, MZ Mozambique, SD Sudan. 

SL Sierra Leone, SZ Swaziland, TZ United Republic of Tanzania. UG Uganda, ZM Zambia, ZW Zimbabwe, and any other 
State which is a Contracting State of the Harare Protocol and of the PCT (if other kind of protection or treatment desired, 
specify on dotted line) 

BO EA Eurasian Patent: AM Armenia. AZ Azerbaijan, BY Belarus, KG Kyrgyzstan, KZ Kazakhstan. MD Republic of Moldova, 
RU Russian Federation, TJ Tajikistan. TM Turkmenistan, and any other State which is a Contracting State of the Eurasian 
Patent Convention and of the PCT 

B EP European Patent: AT Austria, BE Belgium, BG Bulgaria, CH & LI Switzerland and Liechtenstein, CY Cyprus, CZ Czech 
Republic, DE Gennany, DK Denmark, EE Estonia, ES Spain, FI Finland, FR France, GB United Kingdom, GR Greece, 
HU Hungary, IE Ireland, IT Italy, LU Luxembourg, MC Monaco. NL Netherlands, PT Portugal, RO Romania, SE Sweden, 
SI Slovenia, SK Slovakia, TR Turkey, and any other State which is a Contracting State of the European Patent Convention 
and of the PCT 

BQ OA OAPl Patent: BF Burkina Faso, BJ Benin, CF Central African Republic, CG Congo, CT Cote d'lvoire, CM Cameroon, 
GA Gabon, GN Guinea, GQ Equatorial Guinea, GW Guinea-Bissau, ML Mali, MR Mauritania, NE Niger, SN Senegal, 
TD Chad, TG Togo, and any other Stale which is a member State of OAPI and a Contracting State of the PCT (if other kind 

of protection or treatment desired, specify on dotted line) 

National Patent (if other kind of protection or treatment desired, specify on dotted line): 

EI AE United Arab Emirates B HR Croatia K OMOman 

B AG Antigua and Barbuda H HU Hungary H PG Papua New Guinea 

Kl AL Albania 83 Tt> Indonesia Bl PH Philippines 

Sa AM Annenia B TI. Israel 83 PL Poland 

Kl AT Austria ' B IN India 5fl PT Portugal 

18 AU Australia 63 IS Iceland " 18 RO Romania 

18 AZ Azerbaijan . B JP Japan 18 RU Russian Federation 

{8 BA Bosnia and Herzegovina . . K KE Kenya 

81 BB Barbados K KG Kyrgyzstan Kl SO Seychelles 

B BG Bulgaria Kl KP Democratic People's Republic Kl SD Sudan 

Kl BR Brazil of Korea K SE Sweden 

Kl BY Belarus 18 KR Republic of Korea DH SG Singapore 

BZ Belize 081 KZ Kazakhstan 18 SK Slovakia 

K) CA Canada B LC Saint Lucia Kl SL Sierra Leone 

Kl CH & LT Switzerland and Liechtenstein CH LK Sri Lanka Kl SY Syrian Arab Republic 

Kl CN China \ (8 LR Liberia 81 TJ Tajikistan 

Kl CO Colombia Kl LS Lesotho Kl TM Turkmenistan 

Kl CR Costa Rica B LT Lithuania 18 TN Tunisia 

Kl CU Cuba Kl LU Luxembourg 18 TR Turkey 

Kl CZ Czech Republic Kl LV Latvia Kl TT Trinidad and Tobago 

Kl DE Germany Kl Morocco 

Kl DK Denmark Kl MD Republic of Moldova H TZ United Republic of Tanzania 

Kl DM Dominica H UA Ukraine 

Kl DZ Algeria OB MG Madagascar B UG Uganda 

Kl EC Ecuador B MKThe former Yugoslav Republic of Kl US United States of America 

68 EE Estonia Macedonia 

SI ES Spain B MN Mongolia Kl UZ Uzbekistan 

Kl FI Finland Kl MWMalawi H VC Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 

Kl GB United Kingdom OO MX Mexico B VN Viet Nam 

Kl GD Grenada B MZ Mozambique B YU Serbia and Montenegro 

B GE Georgia B NI Nicaragua B ZA South Africa 

B GH Ghana B NO Norway B ZM Zambia 

B GM Gambia H NZ New Zealand B ZW Zimbabwe 

Check-boxes below reserved for designating States which have become party to the PCT after issuance of this sheet: 

□ □ □ 



Precautionary Designation Statement: In addition to the designations made above, the applicant also makes under Rule 4.9(b) all 
other designations which would be permitted under the PCT except any designation(s) indicated in the Supplemental Box as being 
excluded from the scope of this statement. The applicant declares that those additional designations are subject to confirmation and that 
any designation which is not confirmed before the expiration of 1 5 months from the priority date is to be regarded as withdrawn by the 
applicant at tlie expiration of that time limit, (Confirmation (includingfees) mitstreach the receiving Office within the 15-month time limit.) 
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Box No. VT PRIORITY CLAIM 



Tlie priority of the following earlier application(s) is hereby claimed: 



Filing date 
of earlier application 
(day/month/year) 



Number 
of earlier application 



Where earlier application is: 



national application: 
country or Member 
of WTO 



regional application:^ 
regional Office 



international application: 
receiving Office 



item (1) 



item (2) 



item (3) 



item (4) 



item (5) 



I I Further priority claims are indicated in the Supplemental Box. 

The receiving Office is requested to prepare and transmit to the International Bureau a certified copy of the earlier application(s) (only 
if the earlier application was filed with the Office which for the purposes of this international application is the receiving Office) identified 
above as: 

□ alHtems □iten,(l) □ item (2) □ item (3) □item (4) □ item (5) □ s'uppiemenial Box 

* Where the earlier application is an ARIPO application, indicate at least one country party to the Paris Convention for the Protection of 
Industrial Property or one Member of the World Trade Organization for which that earlier application was filed (Rule 4. iO(b)(ii)): 

Box No. VII INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 

Choice of International Searching Authority (ISA) (if two or more International Searching Authorities are competent to carry out the 
international search, indicate the Authority chosen;' the two-letter code may be used); 

ISA/.CN 

Request to use results of earlier search; reference to that search (if an earlier search has been carried out by or requested from the 
International Searching Authority): 

Date (day/month/year) Number Country (or regional Office) 



Box No. VIII DECLARATIONS 



The following declarations are contained in Boxes Nos. VIII (i) to (v) (mark the applicable 
check-boxes below and indicate in the right column the number of each type of declaration)'. 



Number of 
declarations 



□ Box No. VIII (i) 

□ Box No. VIII (ii) 

□ Box No. VIII (iii) 
Q Box No. VIII (iv) 

□ Box No. VIII (v) 



Declaration as to the identity of the inventor 

Declaration as to the applicant's entitlement, as at the international filing 
date, to apply for and be granted a patent 

Declaration as to the applicant's entitlement, as at the international filing 
date, to claim the priority of the earlier application 

Declaration of inventorship (only for the purposes of the designation of the 
United States of America) 

Declaration as to non-prejudicial disclosures or exceptions to lack of novelty 
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Sheet No. 



This international application contains: 
(a) in paper form, the following number of 
sheets: 

request (including ^ 
declaration sheets) 

description (excluding 
sequence listings and/or 
tables related thereto) 

claims 

abstract 

drawings 

Sub-total number of sheets 

sequence listings 

tables related thereto 

(for both, actual number of 
sheets if filed in paper form, 
whether or not also filed in 
computer readable form: 
see (c) below) 

Total number of sheets 



Box No, TX CHECK LIST; LANGUAGE OF FILING 



17 
4 
1 
9 



36 



36 



(b) □ only in computer readable form 

(Section 801(a)(i)) 

(i) □ sequence listings 

(ii) □ tables related thereto 

(c) □ also in computer readable form 
(Section 801(a)(ii)) 

(i) □ sequence listings 

(ii) □ tables related thereto 

Type and number of carriers (diskette, 
CD-ROM, CD-R or otlier) on wliich are 
contained the 

□ sequence listings: 

□ tables related thereto: 

(additional copies to be indicated under 
items 9(ii) and/or IO(ii), in right column) 



Figure of the drawings which 
should accompany the abstract: 



1 



This international application is accompanied by the following 
item(s) (mark the applicable check-boxes below and indicate in 
right column the number of each item): 

1. H fee calculation sheet 

2. □ original separate power of attorney 

3. □ original general power of attorney 

4. □ copy of general power of attorney; reference number, 

if any: 

5. □ statement explaining lack of signature 

6. □ priority document(s) identified in Box No. VI as 

item(s): 

7. □ translation of international application into 

(language): 

8. □ separate indications concerning deposited microorganism 

or other biological material 

9. □ sequence listings in computer readable form 

(indicate type and number of carriers) 
(\) □ copy submitted for the purposes of international search under 

Rule \3ter only (and not as part of the international application) : 
fii) □ (only where check-box (b)(i) or (c)(i) is marked in left column) 

additional copies including, where applicable, the copy for the 
purposes of international search under Rule 13/er : 

(iii) □ together with relevant statement as to the identity of the copy or 
copies with the sequence listings mentioned in left column : 

1 0. □ tables in computer readable form related to sequence listings 

(indicate type and number of carriers) 
('\\ □ copy submitted for the purposes of international search under 
Section %02{h-quater) only (and not as part of the international 
application) 

(ii) □ (only where check-box (b)(ii) or (c)(ii) is marked in left column) ' 

additional copies including, where applicable, the copy tor the 
purposes of international search under Section %02{h-quater) : 

(iii) □ together with relevant statement as to the identity of the copy or 

copies with the tables mentioned in left column : 

11. □ oih^r (specify)'. * 



Number 
of items 



Language of filing of the 
international application: 



English 



R«vNn V STGNATtJRE OF APPLICANT, AGENT OR COMMON REPRESENTATIVE , ^ ^ . a 



— FSFfeeeyving Office use only 



1 . Date of actual receipt of the purported 
international application: 



1J DEC 



2003 (1 9. 1 2. 0 3) 



3. Corrected date of actual receipt due to later but 
timely received papers or drawings completing 
the purported international application: 



Date of timely receipt of the required 
corrections under PCT Article 1 1(2): 



5. International Searching Authority 

(if two or more are competent): IS A / 



6. I — I Transmittal of search copy delayed 
I 1 until search fee is paid 



2. Drawings: 
I I received: 

I I not received: 



For International Bureau use only 



Date of receipt of the record copy 
by the International Bureau: 
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FEE CALCULATION SHEET 
Annex to the Request 



Applicant's or agent's 
file reference 



P3958/BST 



PGT/CN 03/ 0 1 0 8 8 

International Application No. 



19 OEC 2003 a 9. 12. 0 3) 

Date stamp of the receiving Office 



Applicant 

Intel Corporation, etc. 



CALCULATION OF PRESCUIBEU FEES 

1. TRANSMITTAL FETE 



CNY 500 



2. SEARCH FEE 

International search to be carried out by 

(If two or more International Searching Authorities are competent to cany out the international 
seoi'ch, indicate the name of the Authority which is chosen to carry out the international search.) 

3. INTERNATIONAL FEE 
Basic Fee 

Where items (b) and/or (c) of Box No. IX apply, enter Sub-total number of sheets j 36 
Where items (b) and (c) of Box No. IX do not apply, enter Total number of sheets / 

I CHF650fbTl 
15 =1 



CNY 1500 



bl 



first 30 sheets 



CHF90[b2] 



fee per sheet 



number of sheets 
in excess of 30 

b3| additional component (only if sequence listings and/or tables related 
thereto are filed in computer readable fonxi under Section 801(a)(i), 
or both in that form and on paper, under Section 801(a)(ii)): 



400 X 



JbH 



fee per sheet 

Add amounts entered at b 1 , b2 and b3 and enter total at B . . 
Designation Fees 

The international application contains designations. 



CHF 740 [bI 



140 



CHF 700 



number of designation fees 
payable (moximttm 5) 



amount of designation fee 



Add amounts entered at B and D and enter total at I 

(Applicants from certain States are entitled to a reduction of 75% of the 
international fee. Where the applicant is (or all applicants are) so entitled, the total 
to be entered at I is 25% of the sum of the amounts entered at B and D.) 

4. FEE FOR PRIORITY DOCUMENT fi/*flp/7//cflWe; 



CHF 1440 rn 



5. TOTAL FEES PAYABLE /^^^S"^?^^.. 

Add amounts entered at T, S, I and P, and ent^total^inil/e^lrom box 



CN2000,CH1440 



TOTAL 



r~| The designation fees are not paid at thiftm/. 



CM 



MODE OF PAYMENT 

□ authorization to charge 
deposit account (see below) 

1X1 cheque 




I I coupons 

I I other (specify): 



AUTHORIZATION TO CHARGE (OR CREDIT) DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 
(This mode of payment may not be available at all receiying Offices) 

[n Authorization to charge the total fees indicated above. 

I I (This check-box may be marked only if the conditions for deposit accounts 
ofthe receiving Office so permit) Authorization to charge any deficiency 
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Creating Responses for an Electronic Pen-Computer 
Multimedia Interactive System 

BACKGROUND 

1. FIELD 

The present invention relates generally to computer systems and, more 
specifically, to new usage models for personal computers (PCs) in a multimedia 
interactive mode. 

2. DESCRIPTION 

Many different input devices have been developed over the years for 
computer systems such as PCs. Devices such as mice, trackballs, touch 
screens, joysticks, and so on have been used by both sophisticated and 
unsophisticated computer users to varying degrees of success. For some 
unsophisticated users such as small children or the elderly, manipulating these 
input devices has sometimes been problematic, thereby potentially limiting their 
enjoyment in using PCs. 

One relatively recent advance in input methods is the electronic pen. 
Users may use an electronic pen to write on traditional paper. The electronic 
pen sends a wireless signal containing coordinate information to a receiver. 
The receiver can calculate the pen tip's position information and send this 
information to the PC. This solution is one of the most natural input methods 
for a PC. The user can write anything on normal paper. The electronic pen 
can obtain the absolute position of the pen tip without any dependence on the 
contents of the written material. Some applications have already been enabled 
using electronic pen technology. In one example, a pen application can 
capture a user's handwriting and integrate what has been written into an 
application program (such as an electronic mail (e-mail) program) in order to 
send an e-mail containing an image of the handwriting. The electronic pen has 
also been used as a selection device (much as a mouse is used) to control a 
window's cursor. 

1 
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Because use of the electronic pen is more natural than other input 
methods, it may find utility, especially for unsophisticated computer users. For 
example, small children and the elderly who have difficulty using a keyboard 
may be able to effectively input information using the pen. The electronic pen 
may be especially useful for entering information in Asian languages (such as 
Chinese) into computers. 

In addition, electronic books and/or courseware have become more 
popular because of the Inherent support in these materials for multimedia 
functions. Users may enjoy audio, video, and still images on a PC and get 
more information from these materials than from a text-only product. However, 
readers continue to enjoy the convenience and widespread availability of 
conventional paper books. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The features and advantages of the present invention will become 
apparent from the following detailed description of the present invention in 
which: 

Figure 1 is a diagram of an electronic pen-computer multimedia 
interactive system according to an embodiment of the present invention; 

Figure 2 is a diagram illustrating an electronic pen system according to 
an embodiment of the present invention; 

Figure 3 is a flow diagram of a maker component and a player 
component in a multimedia system according to an embodiment of the present 
invention; 

Figure 4 is a flow diagram of player processing according to an 
embodiment of the present invention; 

Figure 5 is a flow diagram of maker processing according to an 
embodiment of the present invention; 



2 




Figure 6 is an example of object identification processing according to 
an embodiment of the present invention; 

Figure 7 is a flow diagram of action linkage processing according to an 
embodiment of the present invention; 

Figure 8 is an example of a page in a book supported by the present 

system; and 

Figure 9 is a flow diagram of a logic,behavior linking process according 
to an embodiment of the present invention. 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Embodiments of the present invention introduce a new usage model for 
computer systems based on the combination of an electronic pen position 
location system and traditional paper books. Embodiments of the present 
invention provide a method to link electronic books and/or courseware with 
traditional paper books. By using the present invention, a user can enjoy 
multimedia content on a computer system (such as a PC), while reading a book. 
The present invention provides interactivity offered by a PC, but based directly 
on content selected from an existing paper book. Portions of the book's 
contents may be processed by the system prior to usage by a user in order to 
set up the linkages between the book's contents and multimedia content stored 
on the computer system. 

Reference in the specification to "one embodiment" or "an embodiment" 
of the present invention means that a particular feature, structure or 
characteristic described in connection with the embodiment is included in at 
least one embodiment of the present invention. Thus, the appearances of the 
phrase "in one embodiment" appearing in various places throughout the 
specification are not necessarily all referring to the same embodiment. 

Figure 1 is a diagram of an electronic pen-computer multimedia 
interactive system 100 according to an embodiment of the present invention. In 
embodiments of the present invention, a computer system 102 interacts with a 
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traditional paper book 104 being read by a user. The term "book" as used 
herein may be any pre-existing printed material, such as a fiction or non-fiction 
book, a periodical such as a magazine, newspaper, or a journal, a coloring 
book, a pamphlet, an advertisement, and so on. The book may be placed by 
the user so as to reside on a book holder 106, which holds the book in a fixed 
relationship to a receiver device 108. An electronic pen (E-pen) 110 may be 
used by the user to point to and/or write on the book 104. The position of the 
electronic pen may be determined by the receiver and fonwarded over a 
communications link 112 to the computer system. The communications link 
may comprise any wired or wireless connection, such as a COM port, universal 
serial bus (USB), LPT. any variation of implementation of the 802.11 wireless 
standards, Bluetooth, infrared, and so on. 

The computer system includes at least one database and an application 
1 14 to accept the position information of the electronic pen and an indication of 
what book is being read by the user, and to render multimedia content on the 
computer system or to provide a selected action in response to reception of the 
position information. Generally, the responses may include playing one or 
more of audio content, playing video content, displaying an image or text, or 
any other multimedia information, or taking a pre-defined action on the 
computer system (such as adjusting the speaker volume, tuning the display 
brightness, or powering off the computer system, for example). The responses 
may be set up in advance of the user reading the book such that the application 
executing on the computer system links position information of the electronic 
pen over portions of pages of the conventional, pre-existing published book 
with selection of an appropriate computer system response. 

Embodiments of the present invention may be used as follows. The 
receiver 108 may be fixed on top of the book holder 106, while the book 104 is 
put on the book holder by the user. This means the distance between the book 
and receiver is fixed. In at least one embodiment, the fixed relationship may 
include one corner and two sides of the book being situated against a fixed 90 
degree angle structure of the book holder. When the user uses the electronic 
pen 110 to select contents of the book on a currently viewed page, the tip 
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position information may be calculated by . the receiver 108 and sent to the 
computer system 102. At least one database may be included in the computer 
system. The at least one database contains action/response information 
corresponding to the current E-pen position, the contents of the book for the 
current page, and stored multimedia contents. The database or portions 
thereof may be local to the computer system 102. or may be stored and 
accessed externally from the computer system using well-known techniques, 
such as over the Internet, for example. An application receives the position 
information, searches the at least one database for an entry correlated to the 
position information and book contents, and then plays the con-esponding 
multimedia content or takes a corresponding pre-defined action. In at least one 
embodiment, the multimedia content may be played on consumer electronics 
devices such as televisions, stereos, computer display monitors, etc., that may 
be communicatively coupled with the computer system. 

One usage of embodiments of the present invention is the teaching of 
the English alphabet. For example, the book may contain 26 pages, each page 
containing a letter of the alphabet. A first page may contain a large letter "A" 
and pictures of different types of apples or other objects starting with the letter 
"A". When the user selects the letter "A" on that page of the book (perhaps by 
depressing a button on the E-pen or touching the E-pen to the paper), the 
application on the computer system causes the computer to emit the sounds for 
the word "apple", for example, via the computer system's speaker. At 
substantially the same time, the computer system may also be used to show 
more pictures or play a video of apples of different sizes and colors (for 
example). Thus, embodiments of the present invention take the contents of a 
pre-existing book and combine this content with the interactivity of a computer 
system for enhanced Information flow and education/entertainment purposes. 
When used for education, the present invention combines the power of an 
existing or newly published traditional paper book with the power of a computer 
system (in terms of multimedia, and Internet access in some embodiments). 

With embodiments of the present invention, many other usage modes 
are possible. For example, different modes of educational systems may be 
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designed for different age groups. For children two to four years of age, an 
application and related database that teach simple words, alphabets, and 
numbers can be created based on existing books for such purposes. For 
children five to seven years of age, an application and related database that 
teach sentences can be created. In other settings, other modes are possible, 
and the present invention is not limited in this respect. For example, an 
application and related database that allows tourists to get more information 
from an existing printed map can be created. In another example, an 
application that allows for virtual remote control for electronic devices in the 
home may be created using the system and techniques described herein. 

. Figure 2 is a diagram illustrating an electronic pen system according to 
an embodiment of the present invention. The E-pen system obtains absolute 
tip position information on a page of a book. At least two ultrasound sensors 
S1 200 and S2 202 may be arranged on a line in the receiver 108, equidistant 
from a coordinate system origin (0, 0), as noted by (D, 0) and (-D, 0), 
respectively. The E-pen 110 comprises an ultrasound transmitter T 204. When 
the pen tip is down, the transmitter sends an ultrasound signal detectable by 
the receivers. Since the distances L1 = (T, SI) and L2 = (T, S2) are different, 
the ultrasound signal reaches the two sensors at different times. The receiver 
108 may detect the time difference and calculate the length of L1 and L2. The 
position of T may then be calculated by equation 1 : 



The X and Y coordinates specify the absolute position information of the 
pen tip. The E-pen system sends this information to the computer system 102 
over connection 112. 

Once the position information is received by the user's computer system 
102, the information may be processed by an application program called a 
"player" component herein. The player receives the position information, 
searches in at least one database for corresponding multimedia content and/or 
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an appropriate action, and plays the corresponding nnultimedia and/or perfornns 
the action. The user interacts with the player in order to make a traditional 
paper book into an interactive user experience. The user uses the E-pen to 
select an object on the book, and the player provides the corresponding 
response based on the pen tip position and the object type. 

Prior to use, at least one database must be generated to contain 
action/response information relating the pen tip position, current book contents, 
current page of the book, multimedia contents for the current book, and pre- 
defined actions for the current book. An application program executing on a 
publisher's computer system called a "maker" component herein may be used 
to create the linkages between these data items. The maker may be used by a 
publisher (or in some cases by a sophisticated user) to make an interactive 
multimedia product based on an existing traditional paper book (or possibly a 
newly published book), with limited manual work. The input data to the maker 
includes the page images of the book, additional multimedia content, and pre- 
defined actions. The publisher selects an object on a page image, and links 
the relevant multimedia content and/or action with the selected object. All 
linkage information may be stored in the at least one database. 

In one embodiment, the publisher's computer system may be the same 
as the user's computer system for the case where the interactive multimedia 
product and/or the book are produced by the user or another person at the 
user's site (e.g., a parent prepares the linkages for use by a child). In one 
embodiment, the multimedia content may comprise one or more of digital 
images, digital video, digital audio files, and text files produced by or obtained 
by the user. In one embodiment, the user may provide digital images as the 
pages of the book (e.g., the user's original digital photographs) and specify the 
linkages of objects on each page of the book with the multimedia content. 

Figure 3 is a flow diagram of a maker component 300 and a player 
component 302 in a multimedia system according to an embodiment of the 
present invention. At block 304, the maker component 300 accepts as input 
images of one or more pages of a book and then defines zone information for 
objects represented on those pages. In one embodiment, the maker may 
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accomplish this through interaction with a system user acting as a publisher of 
the multimedia content. At block 308, the maker sets up the linkage between 
pen positions, the contents of the book (e.g., objects found on pages of the 
book), and related multimedia contents (e.g., associated audio, video, images, 
text, and so on) and/or actions, using multimedia files and actions 310 as input 
data. At block 312, the maker packages the databases for subsequent use by 
the player component 302. In one embodiment, the publisher provides the 
multimedia files when operating the maker component and installs them in the 
databases distributed to the user's computer system with the player component. 
In another embodiment, the publisher provides links to the multimedia files 
accessible over a network such as the Internet. In this embodiment, the player 
component obtains the files as needed using a known file transfer protocol or 
the well known hyper text transfer protocol (HTTP). 

The databases comprise at least a book content database 314, a 
multimedia database 316, and an action library 318. The book content 
database contains the images of pages of the book, positional information 
about objects on the pages, and linkage information between the objects and 
multimedia contents or actions/responses. The multimedia database contains 
audio, video, images, text, and other data corresponding to objects on pages of 
the book for rendering for perception by the user. The action library 318 
contains directives for pre-defined actions to be performed by the user's 
computer system when the position of the electronic pen coincides with an 
object on a page of the book indicating the associated action. In one 
embodiment, the actions may include selecting a human language for 
subsequent communication, adjusting the volume of a speaker, adjusting the 
brightness of a computer monitor, sending commands to an input/output (I/O) 
port, powering off the computer system, and so on. Other actions are also 
contemplated. In one embodiment, the three databases described herein may 
be combined into a single database. 

The databases corresponding to the book may then be distributed using 
any known mechanism to the user's computer system. After the player 
application is installed on the user's computer system, the user may put the 
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book on the book holder, start up the player component 302 on the connputer 
system, and begin to interact with the book. When the user selects an area on 
the book or book holder that has meaning to the system, the user has selected 
a valid input. In one embodiment, selecting other areas by the user may be 
ignored by the system. At block 320, the user selects an object represented on 
a page of the book using the electronic pen. At block 322, the receiver 
calculates the current pen tip position during the selection. At block 324, the 
receiver 108 sends the pen tip position information to the computer system 102 
using the connection 112. At block 326, the player component running on the 
computer system receives the position information and searches the book 
content database 314 to obtain information relating to an object (if any) 
selected by the current pen position on the current page. If an object is 
Selected and multimedia content and/or an action are associated with the 
selected object, the player component plays the corresponding multimedia 
content and/or performs the specified action at block 328. The player 
component uses data from the multimedia database 316 and the action library 
318 in performing block 328. The player component directs the playing of the 
content on the computer system and/or a communicatively coupled consumer 
electronics device such as a television. 

Figure 4 is a flow diagram of player processing according to an 
embodiment of the present invention. The player receives the current position 
information from the electronic pen system at block 400. At block 402, the 
player determines, in one embodiment, based on the current position 
information of the pen, if the user is selecting a special area on the page of the 
book, or on the receiver or book holder. If so, the player processes, in one 
embodiment, a selected pre-defined action at block 404, using the action library 
318 as input data. Pre-defined actions may include such things as increasing 
or decreasing the volume of a speaker, adjusting visual attributes of a computer 
monitor, selecting a human language for subsequent communication, and so 
on. Other actions may be defined for specific implementations and the present 
invention is not limited in this respect. In one embodiment, the action may be 
used to control the player component or the computer system, these actions 
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having no relationship with the book's contents. If the current pen position 
information does not indicate a special area, then the player compares the 
position information with known objects for the page of the book as stored in 
the book content database 314. The player determines which object of the 
page is selected (if any) at block 406, based on boundary coordinates of the 
object and the current pen position information. If an object is selected, the 
player at block 408 gets the selected object's linkage information from one or 
more of the book content database, the multimedia database 316. and the 
action library 318. At block 410, the player plays the linked multimedia content 
or processes an action based on the object linkage information. 

Before the user can cause the rendering of related multimedia content or 
cause related actions to be performed on the computer system as a result of 
selecting an object on a page of a book using the electronic pen, the databases 
must be populated and the linkages between objects, positions and content 
and actions must be set up. This processing may be performed by a maker 
component according to embodiments of the present invention. The present 
maker solves the problem of how to create electronic material from a traditional 
book with limited effort by a publisher or user. Embodiments of the present 
invention provide a general method for creating actions/responses on a 
computer system from paper books. Based on the present invention, the 
publisher or user can create interactive multimedia material linked to the 
existing or newly published traditional paper book with limited manual work. 

The maker creates different actions or responses to selection of an 
object defined on a page of a book. Here, the term "object" may be any zone 
containing specific meaning on the page (for example, a boy's picture, a picture 
of an apple, and so on). With limited input by the publisher or user, the maker 
identifies the object on the page. In various embodiments, the responses 
include playing audio, video, showing an image, or rendering any other 
multimedia information, performing a pre-defined action, or executing a logic 
script based on input from the user. The input data for the maker include page 
images of a book 500. multimedia contents 502. and a pre-defined action 
library 318. The output data of the maker includes the book content database 
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314, the multimedia database 316. and the action library 318. The book 
content database contains the linkage relationship among objects on each 
page, multimedia contents in the multimedia database, and pre-defined actions 
from the action library. 

The maker provides three services. First, the maker identifies the 
objects on a page. The maker determines each object's boundary information 
based on limited user inputs. Second, the maker creates the linkage among 
the objects, actions, and responses. For example, if an audio file is linked to an 
object, when the user selects that object with the electronic pen, the player can 
then play that audio file. More than one multimedia file and one or more 
action/response may be linked to each object. Third, the maker packages the 
databases. When the publisher or user finishes setting up linkages for the 
pages of a book, the maker packages all of the information into the book 
content database, the multimedia database, and the action library for 
distribution with the player to a user's computer system. 

Figure 5 is a flow diagram of maker processing according to an 
embodiment of the present invention. At block 504. the maker creates new 
blank book databases to hold the book contents (e.g., object definitions and 
linkages), multimedia, and actions. At block 506, in one embodiment, the 
maker allows the publisher or user to identify an object zone by using the 
electronic pen or a mouse and image processing algorithms. The page images 
used by this operation may be obtained by scanning using a scanner or may be 
pre-existing image files. In one embodiment, a book may be put on the book 
holder and the page image may be displayed on a monitor of the computer 
system. In this scenario, the boundary of an object on the displayed page 
image may be used to define the object. 

In various embodiments, the maker may use one or more of several 
methods to identify the objects on the page image. In one embodiment, the 
publisher or user uses the electronic pen to draw a curve along the boundary of 
the object on the page of the book, or selects key points on that boundary. The 
electronic pen system sends the pen position information to the maker, and the 
maker thus obtains an array of position information of the object. Depending 
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on the publisher's drawing speed, the nnaker may rescale the set of points and 
mark them as an object boundary. Alternatively, the publisher may use a 
mouse to draw a curve along the boundary of the object on the page image as 
the page image is displayed on the monitor, or the publisher may modify a 
shape (such as a triangle, rectangle, ellipse or polygon) as is well known in the 
art to encapsulate the boundary of the object. In yet another embodiment, the 
publisher may use a mouse to select a set of boundary points of the object 
displayed on monitor. The maker then applies one or more known digital 
image processing algorithms to identify the object boundary automatically. For 
example, known "intelligent scissor" or "magic wand" algorithms may be used. 
In some embodiments, the algorithms identify objects by examining pixel's gray 
scale values, colors, and other image information. Figure 6 is an example of an 
identification of objects process according to one embodiment of the present 
invention. In this example, the maker has identified several objects in the page 
image and created a boundary for each object. In this way. all objects may be 
determined for a page image. 

Next, at block 508, the publisher or user uses the maker to manually 
create a linkage among the objects, actions, and responses. The publisher or 
user selects an object and assigns actions and/or responses to the object. In 
at least one embodiment, there are three kinds of actions/responses. 

First, the player may play multimedia contents, including playing video, 
playing audio, showing one or more Images, or showing text. In this case, the 
publisher links the multimedia files to an object. The maker logs this linkage 
information and saves the link to the book content database. 

Second, the player may execute a pre-defined action other than playing 
video, audio, images, or text. For example, the pre-defined action may be 
adjusting the volume of the speaker of the computer system, adjusting 
brightness of the monitor, sending commands to any I/O port, or any other 
action affecting the computer system. The pre-defined actions may be 
classified into groups. Each group may comprise a dynamic link library (DLL) 
510. A software interface may be defined between the DLLs and the maker. 
For example, in one embodiment, "GetActionList (LPSAction a_SActionArray. 
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DWORD dwArrayLength,)" and "CallActionBylD (INT ActionlD)" application 
program interfaces (APIs) may be implemented for each DLL. The 
"GetActionList" function returns all valid action names and their action IDs. The 
maker can call this API and display the action name list on the maker 
component's user interface (Ul). When the publisher or user links an action 
name to an object, the maker assigns the corresponding Action ID to that 
object and saves this linkage information in the book content database. When 
the player wants to execute the action of the object, the player gets the action 
ID from the database and calls the "CallAction BylD (INT ActionID)" function. 
The CallActionBylDO invokes the specific action based on the Action ID. 

This processing is shown in Figure 7. Figure 7 is a flow diagram of 
action linkage processing according to an embodiment of the present invention. 
At block 700, the maker 300 calls the get action list API, which accesses the 
action list 702. Each entry in the action list may be indicated by a unique action 
ID. Some examples of actions are shown in Figure 7, but other actions may 
also be used. At block 704. the maker links the action ID to the object currently 
being processed. At block 706, the maker packages the linkage information to 
the action library 318. The action library may be subsequently read by the 
player component 302. At block 708, when a particular object is selected and 
the object is linked to an action, the player gets the action ID from the action 
library. At block 710, the player component calls the action by using the action 
ID and the CallActionBylD() API. The action is then performed by the computer 
system at block 712. 

Third, the player may execute complex logic behavior based on previous 
inputs from users. For example, suppose there are images of animals on the 
current page of the book, along with two buttons as shown in Figure 8. When a 
user selects the "English" button 800 first (using the electronic pen), and then 
selects any animal's picture on the page, the player plays the audio file (for 
example) which contains the name of the animal in the English language. 
However, when the user selects the "Chinese" button 802 first, and then selects 
an animars picture, the player plays the audio file which contains the name of 
the animal in the Chinese language. This is merely an example of complex 
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logic behavior. Many other responses may be made based on successive user 
inputs. 

This logic behavior extends the behavior of an object by adding a 
publisher's own functionality. In one embodiment, it may be implemented by 
adding a script language extension ability to the maker 300. In various 
embodiments, the script language may be^any known language for such a 
purpose, such as VBScript. JScript, JavaScript, PerlScript, PythonScript, etc. 
In one embodiment, there may be a script module for each page of the book. 
The publisher or user may design a script function for an object. A page global 
variable or other functions may also be defined in the script module. The 
maker may save the script module for each page in the action library 318. The 
player loads the script module for the current page from the action library and 
adds the script module to a corresponding script engine (e.g., an executable 
module for processing scripts). When a user select an object with a script 
function assigned to it, the player will execute the script function using the script 
engine. 

Figure 9 is a flow diagram of this logic behavior linking process 
according to an embodiment of the present invention. At block 900, the maker 
defines the page global variable and functions for a selected page of the book. 
A simplified example of play audio and video functions is show at block 902. At 
block 904, the maker defines the script function for a selected object. A 
fragment of a script function example is shown at block 906. At block 908, the 
maker packages the linkage information and the script function as a script 
module and stores the linkage information and the script function in the action 
library. Subsequently, when the user is interacting with a current page of the 
book, the player loads the script module for the current page from the action 
library. At block 912, the player adds the script module to the script engine. In 
one embodiment, the script engine may be VBScript or Jscript as provided by 
versions of the Windows operating system commercially available from 
Microsoft Corporation. At block 916. the player may call the script function 
when the user selects an object linked to a script. The call to the script function 
results in the script engine processing the script associated with the selected 

14 



PCT/CN03/0 10 8 8 

object. At block 918, the action is performed as a result of the operation of the 
script engine. 

Returning back to Figure 5, at block 512, the maker stores all linkage 
information, multimedia files, and other actions/responses into the appropriate 
places in the multimedia database, the book content database, and the action 
library. At block 514, in one embodiment, the maker generates a preview of the 
page in the book for verification by the publisher or user that the intended 
linkages have been stored. At block 516. the maker packages the databases 
518 for subsequent distribution to the user's computer system. 

Embodiments of the present invention provide at least the following 
advantages over existing multimedia systems. The user can use the electronic 
pen as the form of input. This is the most natural input method for a computer 
system such as a PC. With this input method, the present invention can be 
used by people who are not familiar with typing on a keyboard. The user can 
still read or look at the traditional book. In the meantime, the user can also 
control getting multimedia information from the PC. This means that the user 
can enjoy both the advantages of paper books and the multimedia capabilities 
that the computer offers, including audio, video, images, and text available 
locally or via a network such as the Internet. Additionally, new usage models 
are enabled by embodiments of the present invention. In just two examples, an 
educational system can be provided using embodiments of the present 
invention which allows children to learn a language, and tourists can use the 
invention to get more active information from a traditional map. Many other 
usage models are possible with the present invention. 

Thus, described herein are methods and apparatus to accelerate the 
conversion from traditional books to interactive multimedia books requiring 
limited user input. A publisher may use the techniques described herein to 
build interactive materials based on existing paper books. The present 
invention provides multiple methods to identify objects on the page. A 
publisher or user can either use the electronic pen to define the boundary of the 
object on the paper, or use a mouse to define the boundary of the object on the 
computer system's monitor with the assistance of known digital image 
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processing algorithms. Additionally, actions nnay be enabled for a book. This 
means the user may control the computer system through interaction with a 
page of a book. Finally, logic behavior may be enabled for a book. This 
feature extends the book*s contents in an infinite number of ways. For example, 
an existing book may be transformed into a virtual multi-language learning book, 
a virtual musical instrument, or a virtual remote controller for a consumer 
electronics device. Other applications are contemplated with embodiments of 
the present invention. 

Although the operations described herein may be described as a 
sequential process, some of the operations may in fact be performed in parallel 
or concurrently. In addition, in some embodiments the order of the operations 
may be rearranged without departing from the spirit of the invention. 

The techniques described herein are not limited to any particular 
hardware or software configuration; they may find applicability in any computing 
or processing environment. The techniques may be implemented in hardware, 
software, or a combination of the two. The techniques may be implemented in 
programs executing on programmable machines such as mobile or stationary 
computers, personal digital assistants, set top boxes, cellular telephones and 
pagers, and other electronic devices, that each include a processor, a storage 
medium readable by the processor (including volatile and non-volatile memory 
and/or storage elements), at least one input device, and one or more output 
devices. Program code is applied to the data entered using the input device to 
perform the functions described and to generate output information. The output 
information may be applied to one or more output devices. One of ordinary skill 
in the art may appreciate that the invention can be practiced with various 
computer system configurations, including multiprocessor systems, 
minicomputers, mainframe computers, and the like. The invention can also be 
practiced in distributed computing environments where tasks may be performed 
by remote processing devices that are linked through a communications 
network. 

Each progranni may be implemented in a high level procedural or object 
oriented programming language to communicate with a processing system. 
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However, programs may be implemented in assembly or machine language, if 
desired. In any case, the language may be compiled or interpreted. 

Program instructions may be used to cause a general-purpose or 
special-purpose processing system that is programmed with the instructions to 
perform the operations described herein. Alternatively, the operations may be 
performed by specific hardware components that contain hardwired logic for 
performing the operations, or by any combination of programmed computer 
components and custom hardware components. The methods described 
herein may be provided as a computer program product that may include a 
machine readable medium having stored thereon instructions that may be used 
to program a processing system or other electronic device to perform the 
methods. The term "machine readable medium" used herein shall include any 
medium that is capable of storing or encoding a sequence of instructions for 
execution by the machine and that cause the machine to perform any one of 
the methods described herein. The term "machine readable medium" shall 
accordingly include, but not be limited to, solid-state memories, optical and 
magnetic disks, and a carrier wave that encodes a data signal. Furthermore, it 
is common in the art to speak of software, in one form or another (e.g., program, 
procedure, process, application, module, logic, and so on) as taking an action 
or causing a result. Such expressions are merely a shorthand way of stating 
the execution of the software by a processing system cause the processor to 
perform an action of produce a result. 

While this invention has been described with reference to illustrative 
embodiments, this description is not intended to be construed in a limiting 
sense. Various modifications of the illustrative embodiments, as well as other 
embodiments of the invention, which are apparent to persons skilled in the art 
to which the invention pertains are deemed to lie within the spirit and scope of 
the invention. 
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CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 

1 . A computer-implemented method of correlating printed material to 
a response produced by a computer system comprising: 

defining an object on a page of the printed material; and 
linking a position of the object on the page, and a related response to be 
performed by the computer system. 

2. The computer-implemented method of claim 1 , wherein the 
response comprises at least one of rendering audio content, rendering video 
content, rendering image content, rendering text content, and performing an 
action by the computer system. 

3. The computer-implemented method of claim 2. further comprising 
generating a multimedia database to store digital multimedia content including 
at least one of audio content, video content, image content, and text content; a 
printed material content database to store positional information about objects 
on the pages and linkage information between the objects and at least one of 
the multimedia contents and actions; and an action library to store directives for 
actions to be performed on the computer system. 

4. The computer-implemented method of claim 2, wherein defining the 
object on the page comprises using an electronic pen to outline boundaries bf 
the object on the page. 

5. The computer-implemented method of claim 2, wherein defining the 
object on the page comprises using an electronic pen to select key points on 
the boundary of the object on the page. 



6. The computer-implemented method of claim 2, wherein defining the 
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object on the page comprises using a mouse to manipulate a graphical object 
on a display to encapsulate the boundary of the object on the page as 
displayed on the display. 

7. The computer-implemented method of claim 2, wherein defining the 
object on the page comprises using a mouse to select key points on the 
boundary of the object on the page as displayed on a display. 

8. The computer-implemented method of claim 2, wherein the printed 
material comprises a traditional paper book. 

9. The computer-implemented method of claim 2, wherein the printed 
material comprises material generated by a user. 

10. An article comprising: a storage medium having a plurality of 
machine accessible instructions, wherein when the instructions are executed by 
a processor, the instructions provide for correlating printed material to a 
response produced by a computer system by defining an object on a page of 
the printed material; and linking a position of the object on the page and a 
related response to be performed by the computer system. 

1 1 . The article of claim 1 0, wherein the response comprises at least 
one of rendering audio content, rendering video content, rendering image 
content, rendering text content, and performing an action by the computer 
system. 

1 2. The article of claim 1 1 . further comprising instructions for generating 
a multimedia database to store digital multimedia content including at least one 
of audio content, video content, image content, and text content; a printed 
material content database to store positional information about objects on the 
pages, and linkage information between the objects and at least one of the 
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multimedia contents and actions; and an action library to store directives for 
actions to be performed on the. computer system. 

13. The article of claim 1 1 , wherein instructions for defining the object 
on the page comprise instructions for using an electronic pen to outline 
boundaries of the object on the page. 

14. The article of claim 11 . wherein instructions for defining the object 
on the page comprise instructions for using an electronic pen to select key 
points on the boundary of the object on the page. 

15. The article of claim 1 1 , wherein instructions for defining the object 
on the page comprise instructions for using a mouse to manipulate a graphical 
object on a display to encapsulate the boundary of the object on the page as 
displayed on the display. 

16. The article of claim 1 1 , wherein instructions for defining the object 
on the page comprise instructions for using a mouse to select key points on the 
boundary of the object on the page as displayed on a display. 

17. The article of claim 1 1, wherein the printed material comprises a 
traditional paper book. 

18. The article of claim 11, wherein the printed material comprises 
material generated by a user. 

19. A system for associating a selected object on any printed material to 
a valid response provided by a computer system comprising: 

a pointing device to determine a position on the printed material; 

a communicating device to transmit the position to the computer system; 
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a maker component to define an object on a page of the printed material; 
and to link a position of the object on the page and a related response to be 
performed by the computer system; and 

a player component to correlate the pointed position to selected content 
associated with the printed material, the selected content being accessible by 
the computer system; and to provide a valid response to a user based at least 
in part on the pointed position and the correlated content, \A/herein the valid 
response includes at least one of rendering audio content, rendering video 
content, rendering image content, rendering text content, and performing an 
action by the computer system. 

20. - The system of claim 19. wherein the pointing device comprises an 
electronic pen. 

21 . The system of claim 19, further comprising a multimedia database 
to store digital multimedia content, a printed material content database to store 
positional information about objects on the pages and linkage information 
between the objects and at least one of the multimedia contents and actions, 
and an action library to store directives for actions to be performed on the 
system. 

22. The system of claim 19. wherein the printed material comprises a 
traditional paper book. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 



A system for associating a selected object on any printed material to a 
valid response provided by a computer system includes a maker component to 
define an object on a page of printed material, and to link a position of the 
object on the page, the contents of the page, and the response to be performed 
by a computer system. The system also includes a pointing device to 
determine a. position on the printed material, a communicating device to 
transmit the position to the computer system, and a player component to 
correlate the position to selected digital content associated with the printed 
materials, the selected digital content being accessible by the computer system; 
and to provide a valid response to a user based at least in part on the position 
and the correlated content, wherein the valid response includes at least one of 
rendering audio content, rendering video content, rendering image content, and 
performing an action by the computer system. 
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